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From the Editor 


-ust around the corner 
from where I used to 
live, a coffee house sits 

on the corner of Fourth and 
Junipero streets in Long 
Beach. I loved going there. I 
could always count on an 
eclectic group of customers 
lounging on the colorful, 
worn couches. On a warm 
day, I would venture down 
Fourth Street and scan the 
unusual shops for odds and 
ends. I loved living in Long 
Beach with its diverse collec- 


. tion of inhabitants. 


In this issue, we have se- 
lected features reflecting 
that diversity. Alex Roman 
takes us into another house 
on Fourth Street where Bud- 
dhists come from all over the 
southland to hear a renowned 


Tibetan Buddhist scholar, 
Geshe-la, speak. Ryan May 
takes us aboard the vessels 
of the CSULB Sailing Asso- 
ciation. And Chan Tran 
shows us that beautiful art- 
work can turn up where you 
least expect it. 

The remaining material 
has been incorporated into 
four departments that will 
appear in both print issues 
this semester and, hopefully, 


will be continued in semes- . 


ters to come. There are four 
departments: Voices, our 
opinion page; New Media, 
where writers introduce us to 
new roads of communication; 
Expressions, which will 
showcase poetry and other 
artwork; and Profiler, our “in- 
teresting people” page. 


We made these changes 
for two reasons. We are striv- 
ing for a visually consistent 
product and by including de- 
partments we can achieve that 
consistency. And this way we 
are guaranteed a variety of ma- 
terial that appeals to a broader 
range of readers. 

A final note on a minor in- 
consistency you might have no- 
ticed: If you picked up this is- 
sue at your department rather 
than in a copy of the Daily 49er, 
we apologize for the inconve- 
nience. We are experimenting 
with new circulation methods in 
an attempt to gain more expo- 
sure. Thank you, readers, for 
understanding. 


Amanda Thomason, 
Editor 


SPRING BREAK IS ALMOST HERE! 


WE CARE ABOUT YOUR HEALTH 


Visit YourR STUDENT HEALTH CENTER For: 
REQUIRED IMMUNIZATIONS (MEASLES/RUBELLA) 


TRAVEL SHOTS Newly 
TRAVEL HEALTH TIPS 
e HEALTH INFORMATION QY 


For Lots OF HEALTH TrPS SEE WWW.CSULB.EDU/~SHC 
CLICK ON HRC FoR HEALTH RESOURCE CENTER 


Student Health Service CSULB Division of Student Services 
Your Health Center @ the Exec Health Questions? 


Call a Jive person at 562-985-4771, or 562-985-1638Confidential 
Appointments, r 562-985-4609 Health Resource Center 
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decade, the wind has changed quite drastically for 
rogram at Cal State Long Beach. Lost to the lure of 
oriented sports, the program now caters to a small 


“In the past 
es A id 


Sail away ... 4 


The variet of people who attended the dedication ceremony 
revealed ‘one of the best things about this project: that collabo- 
tien can ¢ xist between a high school, a college and the com- 


munity.” 
The art of collaboration 4 


eaching of Buddhism is not to harm others, even a 
nother level is to attain equanimity, to see friends, 
nemies as equals.” 


Echoes of Tibet 6 


new media 8 MMvoices 9 Mexpressions 10 protien 11) 


Wander Is college- The poetry Step into 
through level of Shelly M. the toe shoes 
the virtual remedial Cohen of an 

city education and artwork exceptional 
of Launch too little of David F. CSULB 
Magazine. too late? Escobedo. dancer. 


KALEIDOSCOPE 2000 


is an important event at CSULB 


30,000+visitors as well as 3,000 incoming fall freshmen and 
their parents will tour Long Beach State 
Saturday, April 29'". They will want to know where to go and 
who’s participating. 


Advertise! 


Tell visitors about your fundraiser, contests & 
prizes, bake sale, food booth, 

craft sale, membership drive, 

new developments, etc! 


SPACE IS LIMITED! 
Special ad rates for student 
clubs and participating 
organizations. 
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Clockwise 
from left: 

Matt Schroeder, 
Jennifer Tigno, and 
Jenny Harris sail in 
Alamitos Bay; sailing 
instructor Mary Ellen 
Leach teaches the 
technique; students 
demonstrate how to 
thread a block and 
tackle. 


Photos by Kris Gainey 


The art of colla 


by Chan Tran 


Painting a mural is a labor 
of love. A canvas is a single 
frame of film waiting for the 
right shot. Details of light, 
color and depth amplify what 
you see while a closer look re- 
veals ideas flowing just be- 
neath the surface. The best 
murals combine elements of 


One of the murals at the Family and Consumer Sciences building, depicting the 
child development program. 


artistic discipline and art ap- 
preciation. 
James Koval, Cal State Long 


Beach professor of family stud- 


ies, understood this as he 
watched a crowd gather in the 
fall of 1995 at the Family and 
Consumer Sciences building. 

The gathering celebrated a 
year’s worth of dedication and 
teamwork that went into the pro- 
duction of six murals. A simple 
idea to raise awareness for the fa- 
cility had turned into a long-term 
collaboration between staff, stu- 
dents and community. 

“These murals reflect the 


values and history of our de-~ 


partment,” Koval said. “This 
is the history of our discipline 
and curriculum. The goal was 
to do something big to have an 
impact on people.” 

Koval saw the project blos- 
som into a team effort with re- 
nowned artist Gregory 
Navarro Pickens and his stu- 
dents from the Orange County 
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‘Sall 


by Ryan May 


Heavy gray clouds pour a 
steady sheet of rain over the 
Leeway Sailing Center. 
Seagulls huddle together, 
taking cover under the one 
ramp that leads to a deserted 
dock. Boats rock gently in the 
water as rain drops splash 
against their bright blue cov- 
ers, the motion from the 
waves causing their tall 
masts to bump with a soft 
metallic clink. 

Inside Leeway’s small rec- 
reation center, sailing instruc- 
tor Mel Leach sets up mock 
sailboats. With broomsticks 
cemented into rusted coffee 


‘cans to form a mast and sails 


made from scraps of fabric, 
Leach hopes to incorporate the 
textbook with technique. As 
the students dash in from the 
pouring rain, she asks her 
trademark question, “What”s 
the wind doing?” 

In the past decade, the 
wind has changed quite dras- 
tically for the sailing program 
at Cal State Long Beach. Lost 
to the lure of aerobically ori- 


oration 


School of the Arts. This project 
marked the first artistic col- 
laboration for Cal State Long 
Beach with off-campus artists. 

“We wanted to show people 
helping people,” said Pickens, 
who teaches art at CSULB and 
has created other murals in 
Long Beach. “The project pre- 
sented some great chances for 
the students and the collabo- 
ration worked out.” 

The six murals are located 
in the lobby area high on the 
walls and up on the second 
level. They depict together- 
ness and balance with images 
of people holding hands. 

There are five murals 


with themes highlighting 


various programs within the 
department: child develop- 
ment and family studies, com- 
munication, consumer affairs, 
apparel design and merchan- 
dising, gerontology, and nutri- 
tion and diatetics. The sixth 
mural is_ the largest and 


Th 


ented sports, the program 
now caters to a small but 
steady demand. 

“At one time, we had six 
different classes offered on 
three different days and they 
were packed,” Leach said. 

With the saturation of ex- 
treme sports into American 
culture, more traditional ac- 
tivities like tennis, volleyball 
and sailing take a back-seat 
to edgier recreation. 

Dixie Grimmett, chair- 
woman of the department of 
kinesiology and physical edu- 
cation at CSULB, said her de- 
partment is reflective of such 
changes. 

“Students select their ac- 
tivity class because of inter- 
est and they are currently 
more likely to enroll in those 
classes that are fitness re- 
lated," Grimmett said. 

Mike Segerblom, head 
coach for USC’s sailing team 
also coaches at CSULB. With 
the program on hold for the 
past 18: months, Segerblom 
cites the lack of enthusiasm 
to a lack of awareness. 


CSULB’s sailing association members 
strive to Heep the sport alive 


“A much higher percent- 
age of the student body has a 
propensity to be interested in 
it if it’s high quality, easy and 
well marketed,” Segerblom 
said. By incorporating these 
characteristics, he hopes to 
rekindle the sailing team at 
CSULB in the coming 
months. 

CSULB also sponsors a 
sailing association. Operat- 
ing on a shoe-string budget, 
the CSULB Sailing Associa- 
tion is dependent upon pri- 
vate organizations for fund- 
ing to help maintain the pro- 
gram and the costly upkeep 
of the facilities and equip- 
ment. 

Comprised entirely of vol- 
unteer coaches, the sailing 
association offers lessons to 
anyone associated with 
CSULB, regardless of sailing 
experience. After completing 
the eight-week course and 
demonstrating self-reliance, 
students are given access to 
a variety of boats ranging 
from the beginner to Olym- 
pic-class models. 


Young artists turn a department 


into a gallery 


and integrates elements of the 
other five. The project began 
in fall of 1994 when Lydia 
Sondhi, a family and con- 
sumer affairs management 
professor, proposed a decora- 
tion for the lobby of the reno- 
vated building. She suggested 
using art to showcase what 
the facility had to offer. 

“I wanted to have some 
theme-based visuals to reflect 
the various programs that we 
have in our department,” 
Sondhi said. “We were all very 
proud of our facility and 
wanted to make a statement.” 

One of the individuals who 
worked on the project was 
Sondhi’s daughter Sabrina, a 
former student at OSCHA. 


_ Her mother approached her 


with the idea, and Sabrina be- 
came a participant in the pro- 
cess. 

“Painting a mural for any- 
one is a great learning experi 


ence,” Sabrina said. “Although 
it might not be my artistic 
strength, I knew that with a 
group project you can create 
amazing work.” 

The fruits of their labor 
were showcased at a dedica- 


‘tion hanging in October of 


1995, about a year after the 
planning began. The variety 
of people who attended re- 
vealed one of the best things 
about this project: that collabo- 
ration can exist between a high 
school, a college and the com- 
munity. They came together to 
work as a team and ended up 
making friendships that 
crossed academic boundaries. 
“Really good friendships are 
established during such a long- 
term project,” Pickens said. 
“There are so many steps in- 
volved that when you finally 
finish, you remember how 
special it was to have done it 
asagroup.” -UM 
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Carol Lyon heads the sail- 
ing association, with mem- 


bers whose ages range from 18 


to 78. 

"T don’t think any other club 
has as big an age variety,” Lyon 
said. “We have such a big gap 
in ages and they all get along 
and learn from each other.” 

Back at the sailing center, 
the weather begins to shift as 
Leach demonstrates the eff- 


CSULB student Brian Lee gets his feet wet 
while paddling a sailboat out to sea. 
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ects of wind on a small model 
sailboat. 

“Sailing a boat is like life,” 
Leach said. “You could be a 
drifter in a beat-up, uncared-for 
hull. Or you could be challeng- 
ing yourself to go around the 
world alone and everything that 
effort would require.” 

And so, under the watchful 
eye of the wind, the challenge 
awaits. -UM 


Below, top: The mural for 
gerentology reflects the 
satisfaction of a full life. 
Bottom: The nutrition and 
dietetics mural stresses a 
healthy family lifestyle. 


Photos by Kris Gainey 


by Alex Roman 


Nearly a hundred people sit on maroon 
pillows waiting for the service to begin. The 
walls around them are decorated with religious 
images and the scent of incense is powerful. 
The mood is almost hypnotic. This is the 
Thubten Dhargye Ling Monastery on Fourth 
Street and Redondo Avenue in Long Beach 
where Buddhists gather for a Sunday service. 


Above: Geshe-la leads his class in prayer. Above, right:One of the temple's many figures depicting Buddha. 
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As the ceremony begiris, 
a young nun appears from 
behind a curtain and raises 


her hands. Suddenly, the 
people rise in one motion 
as a small man appears 
wearing a maroon and 
saffron robe. He smiles 
graciously, presses his 
palms together, bows his 
head and sits down upon 
his decorated throne. Then 
, in unison, they begin a 
series of  prostrations 
before returning to their 
positions on the floor. 
The Venerable Geshe 
Tsultim Gyeltsen, or Geshe- 


la, his formal title, is the. 


director of the monastery. 
Although he speaks fluent 
English, his classes are 
taught exclusively in 
Tibetan, then translated into 
English and Vietnamese. 
’Geshe-la is one of the many 
Tibetans who were forced to 
leave their homeland by the 
Chinese government. The 
monastery is a result of a 
mass Tibetan migration into 
the West. 

“I left Tibet when I was 
37 years old,” said Geshe-la, 


sitting in his room upstairs. 


in the house adjoining the 
monastery. “In 1959 the 
Chinese military began to 
occupy Tibet and I was 
forced to leave.” 

Some Tibetans forced 
out of their homeland trek 
through the Himalayas 
into India to join the 
exiled Dalai Lama, the 
spiritual and _ secular 
leader of Tibet. In the 
Indian town of 
Dharamsala, the Tibetan 
government has been re- 
established. 


“I arrived in India 


. level is to 


where we are refugees,” 
Geshe-la said. “The Dalai 
Lama asked me to go to 
England where there was a 
school with Tibetan children. 
I went to teach them English 
and about their culture.” 
Geshe-la moved to the 
United States around 1976. 
He has_ since taught 
Buddhism throughout the 
country. : 
“We bought the 
building here in ’96 or ’97,” 
Geshe-la said. “Not all of 
my students are able to 
make it all the time. They 


‘come from all over.” 


Since receiving the title 
of Geshe at Ganden Shartse 
College, one of the three 
major colleges of Buddhism 
in Tibet, Geshe-la has 
established centers in 
Alaska, Colorado and the 
United Kingdom. At the 
monastery he_ teaches 
public classes every 
Sunday and leads guided 
meditation on Mondays. 

The monastery sponsors 
periodic visits from great 
Tibetan masters, as well as 
from the Tibetan leader, 
His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama. They are currently 
preparing for the Dalai 
Lama’s visit to Los Angeles 
from June 25 through 30. 
He will be speaking at the 
Los Angeles Sports Arena 
and partaking in various 


- Tibetan cultural events. His 


public address, titled 


_ “Universal Responsibility,” 


is scheduled for June 25. 
“The basic teaching of 


Buddhism is not to harm _ 


others, even a mosquito,”. 
Geshe-la said. “Another 
attain 
equanimity— to see 


medicine .is_ his 


friends, family and enemies 
as equals. I think most 
people, especially younger 
people, want to live in 
harmony and give respect 
to others.” 

Geshe-la believes the 
simplicity of Buddhism is 
sometimes misunderstood. 

“A lot of people spend 
too much time trying to 
intellectualize the teachings 
instead of learning to make 
them part of their everyday 
life,” Geshe-la said. 

He likens Buddhism to a 
doctor and his patient. 

“We are the patients and 
our sickness is all of our 
sufferings in cyclic existence. | 
The doctor is Buddha and the 
words,” 
Geshe-la said. 

The class ends much as it 
began. After a series of chants 
and prayers, Geshe-la steps 
down from his throne. Again 
he smiles and presses his 
palms together. 
Members of _ the 
crowd greet each 


other before 

dispersing into the 

cold rain 

outside. They 

take with 

them the ~ 
inspiration | 


that will carry 
them through ¢ | 
to next week 

and a philo- & 
sophy that will | = 
stay with J 
tn es-me4 
forever. uM ¢ 
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new media 


Explore your virtual world 


by Vanessa Strouse 


Technology-wary people will 
have no problem reading Launch, 
a computer-based magazine. 
Instead of logging on to the 
Internet and waiting impatiently 
for all the information to 
download, Launch users receive 
a CD-ROM that they simply 
insert into the CD drive and the 
magazine is at their fingertips. 


The Vibreaker (top):Click 
ona topic and hear Meredith 
Brooks’ interview and view a 
performance by her and her 
band. 


The Movie Theatre" 
(middle): Preview the latest 
films and hear interviews with 


their stars. eeyelace 


Like any print magazine, 
Launch has letters to the editor 
and editorials; however, what 
makes this magazine 


extraordinary is that it is 
interactive. As soon as the user 
has inserted the disc, the program 
automatically logs on to the 
Internet. Readers are able to take 
advantage of all the features the 


d star robin tunne 


The Cityscape (bottom): 
Click on a building to enter 
rooms, such as The Vault 
and The Playlink. 


WHO 


magazine offers, such as entering 
contests, buying CDs or sending 
letters to the editor. 

The magazine displays a 
virtual city with a West Side 
and an Fast Side built up of 
several buildings, each 
containing different features. 

By clicking on any building on 
either side of the city, the user can 
see performances and 
| hear interviews with 

monthly featured 
stars. 

The Movie 
Theater offers the 
reader the 
opportunity to 
preview films. 
Recent previews 
(included “Girl 
Vinterrupted,” 
| starring Winona 
| Ryder, or “Super 
| Nova,” starring 
Robin Tunney. 

For music lovers, 
Launch has a 
music video 
collection with a 
selection of over 
2,000 videos. For 
those who like 
older music, The 
Vault offers photos 
and performances 
of various bands 
from past decades, 
such as_ the 
Grateful Dead. 

For those who 
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prefer new music, The 
Vibreaker showcases modern 
bands and song reviews 
featuring artists as varied as 
Meredith Brooks, Raekwon of 
the Wu-Tang Clan, Korn, 
Methods of Mayhem, Tonic 
and Danzig. The users can rate 
the music and and buy CDs. 

The Jim Beam Backroom 
gives amateur bands exposure 
with pictures and demo songs. 
It also provides an address to 
which up-and-coming bands 
who want to be featured in the 
magazine can write. 

The reader also has the 
opportunity to fill out various 
surveys and will be entered in 
a drawing to win prizes. Past 
first-prize awards included an 
Epiphone acoustic guitar 
autographed by Third Eye 
Blind. Second-prizes are 
equally unique, such as a 
Nintendo 64 system with the 
new “Star Wars” video game. 

For the video game 
enthusiast, The Playlink 
building allows one to preview 
six video games and even try 
one. The game must be 
downloaded, but the process 
takes only about five minutes 
and the computer does 
everything for the user. 

Hopefully, this kind of user- 
friendly format signals a shift 
toward a less complicated, 
more enjoyable’ cyber 
experience. -UM 


The 
wrong 


remedy? 


by Carmen Madrid 


When is remedial education 
too late? Freshmen in college 
are still viable candidates ac- 
cording to the Board of Trust- 
ees of the California State Uni- 
versity system. The CSU boasts 
a 79 percent completion rate in 
one year of first-time freshmen 
who required remedial work in 
fall 1998. 

Students and educators 
should be commended. 

“This is great news for the 
CSU, for the state and for the 
students themselves,” said 
CSU Chancellor Charles B. 
Reed. 

“It is important that stu- 
dents are ready for college 
when they graduate, but if 
they are not, it is essential for 
them to get this assistance as 
soon as possible. Once they get 
the basics down, they can dedi- 
cate more quality time to get- 
ting their degrees.” 

No argument. That need, 
however, should be identified 
before the first year of college. 

In a policy study published 
by Reason Public Policy Insti- 
tute in January of this year, 
80 percent of fourth graders, 
in 1994, could not solve this 
math problem: “George buys 
two calculators that cost $3.29 
each. If there is no tax, how 
much change will he receive 
from a $10 bill?” 


Orie f: 


In the same study called 
“Remedial Education Reform,” 
the CSU system reported 55 
percent of all incoming fresh- 
men in 1998 needed remedial 
math classes and 47.,percent 
required remedial English. 

Of the 15,240 students who 
completed the work, many 
may have simply mastered the 
tricks to get them through it. 

Somewhere along the way 
children get transformed from 
curious participants in the 
world of knowledge to perform- 
ers in the education arena. 

Learning shouldn’t be 
about performance. It’s about 
learning. It isn’t a stage pro- 
duction or television show. It’s 
knowledge— curiosity in its 
purest form. 

A health care company pro- 
motes “wellness” as a preven- 
tative medicine program. That 
is the right idea. We must fig- 
ure out how to effectively teach 
children the importance of 
studying early on. 

Burbank Elementary 
School lets students choose 
from after-school programs 
that include: academic classes 
to help students in reading and 
math; intersession and reading. 
tutorials-offered for second- 
and third-grade students who 
are reading below grade level. 

Bixby Elementary School 


Aes two. and 


call me when 
youre read ing 
better. 


Wad 
ee les 


also has after-school tutoring 
programs in place. 

Society is compelled to spend 
much time, money and effort on 
remedial education. Quick! We 
need a remedy! Education is 
sick. 

No one denies the sincerity 
in applying remedial education. 
The question is whether it is 
properly placed. Is it really a 
remedy? For what? 

Could it be that we focus 
too much on the parts that 
aren’t really broken? When a 
car doesn't start most of us 
might think immediately of 
what it could be. Maybe we 
think the battéry is dead. We 
go through all the motions— 
use jumper cables, call the tow 
service, buy a new battery and 
so on, only to find out it was 
just out of gas. 

Maybe we try too hard to fix 
everything. We scramble from 
policy to program, from educa- 
tor to expert trying to find the 
right answers. Investor’s Busi- 
ness Daily on April 6, 1999 re- 
ported that “California joined a 
growing list of states that won’t 
give diplomas to high school stu- 
dents unless they pass a test.” 

In the article, “The End of 
Social Promotion?” Anna Bray 
Duff asks: “What will the exit 
exam mean for California 
schools?” 
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Illustration by Phil Rowland 


Lance Izumi at the Pacific 
Research Institute in San Fran- 
cisco says the state will be un- 
de: great pressure to “set the 
bar pretty low,” to keep the 
failure rate down. 

Meanwhile, Duff reports 
that only one in five of the 
state’s fourth-graders read at 
a “proficient” level last year. 
How many of the other four 
will be held back until they 
read at a “proficient” level? 
The buzzword is “social promo- 
tion.” 

In a recent report from the 
U.S. Secretary of Education, 
enrollment numbers in: our 
public schools are expected to 
top 54.6 million by 2006. 
California colleges and uni- 
versities will absorb about 
half a million of those new 
students. 

Take it from a student— 
encourage kids’ curiosity for 
knowledge and they will rise 
to the challenge of the high 
bar. 

Meanwhile, as we sit on 
committees, debate in board- 
rooms, do research and pub- 
lish studies on the cures and 
ills of remedial education, we 
have fourth graders in our 
community who need preven- 
tive medicine. Let’s take care 
of them now, so they won’t 
need the remedy later. -um 


The Metamorphosis 


Remember this strong 
sultry body and the 
airiness, 
how it feels when you 
squeeze it down Ber 

into the ground. 


es 


Se 
“=e 


They shall love you 
only if you love you. 


Strut your stuff 
kill the screaming 
nerves 
blended the explosion of a stopped up 
sink 
of tears for a lifetime 
Yes! 

Scalding passion and crackling desire 
are burning up that silly clown 
with enunciation. 

Volume blows off all the dust. 


The whore is here 


to take you over, 
to get for you all you’ve ever . 
wanted, 
: - needed, 
now is your chance 
so let it burst from your gut. 


No brains about it. 


Enjoy the new ways you can bellow 
the fun ways you can move, twist and 
bend. 

You are now light, but firm, 
so please never turn back to that good 
giddy witch, 
the haggard and frightened 
unbitch. 


Racing racing 
you want it 
you want them 
all 
as you place such importance on every 
smile 
until they are gone. 


No more rewards 
of a woman 
won with the 
behavior of a little 
girl.” 

We are now fully 
_ grown, trans- 
formed — 

-and all on our 
own. 


- Primal instinct 


expressions 


Poetry by Shelly M. Cohen 
Artwork by David F Escobedo 


Here slithers a snake coming for me, 
Entirely possessing my miind. It is 
Rough, yet somehow soothing. How 


Does this reptile survive? 

I am certain it thrives upon movement as it 
Readily arises for me. With simply a beckon, it 
Tantalizingly shivers and forces me to cry 


Yes, yes! Sweet snake is wild. 


My, my, this snake’s full of energy! 
It has come here to jolt me awake. 


Now in sync with my yearning, purring 


Deep lingers the snake. 


kitty, so 


Tired of Smiling 


I just want to be a Porcelain Doll 
admired by all 

cooed at and adored 

but never touched and disturbed. 


I just want to sit here and look pretty 
be warm and glowing polished 

well dressed, glittering clean | 

just perfect, unblemished. 


I will not respond- I’m just too weary 
from trying to discover how I would 
and I cannot interact 

playing would just ruin me. 


Just love me and leave me the fuck 
alone 

free in my little private Porcelain 
world 

my fake reality 

of what perfect might be like. 


My painted clownish twisted face and 
big 

non-blinking, flutter lashed 

forever forced 


empty open eyes 


and frilly foofy flower dress are so 
perfectly complimented by 
pseudo-innocent ruffly 

socks and panties but 


do not be deceived because my spit- 
shined 

rock hard ebony baby buckle shoes 
just want to kick in the teeth 

that fill every one of your silly shitty 
cutesy cheesy grins 


tossed my way out of habit, utter 
farce. 

There is no feeling here 

just a forever frozen smile 

my wall, my protection, my control. 


Keep your distance, please stay away 
from me or my silence 

may piss you off 

for you will never understand. 


My sickeningly sweet expression may 
strike you as ditsy and 

annoy you half as much 

as you annoy me. 


Shelly M. Cohen is a CSULB theatre arts student with a minor 
in creative writing. She plans to get her M.A. in psychology and 
eventually blend performance, creative writing and psychology 
in order to help the world. She would then like to obtain a Ph.D 
so she can have power and control. ; 


David F. Escobedo is a CSULB senior with a 
double major in theatre arts and communication 
studies. He is currently performing with his 
improv comedy troupe, The Orphans, and is 
involved with two productions of campus. 


eens. 


Want your expressions featured here? : 
_ Contact University Magazine at (562) 985-4866 or univmag@csulb:edu 
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A dancer in motion 


by Cherry Kang 


A career in dance is not for 
everyone, but for those who 
perservere it can be deeply re- 
warding. 

As a graduate student of 
Fine Arts at Cal State Long 
Beach, Sarah Swenson has 
gained prestige through 
perserverance. She has choreo- 
graphed and taught at the 
dance department on campus 
for three years. She acquired 
most of her dance experience 
through various dance pro- 
grams and schools on the East 
Coast, including Tisch School of 
the Arts at New York University. 

Before graduating in May, 
Swenson and her piece “Bless- 
ing” will be featured in an in- 
formal concert at the annual 
American College Danée Fes- 
tival held at the Carpenter 
Performing Arts Center at the 
end of this month. 

The highly praised “Bless- 
ing” and Swenson’s other piece 
“On My Mind” were two of the 
favorites at last semester’s 
Master of Fine Arts dance con- 
cert “Progress in Works.” 

Swenson said that the 
rhythmically compelling mu- 
sic itself inspired “Blessing.” 

“I had a kernel of an idea 
about ground blessing or the 
blessing of the earth, and that 
is just very loosely the theme 
of the piece,” Swenson said. “It 
is more about the music, spa- 
tial patterns and energy.” 

This year’s festival will draw 
over 500 college dancers to the 
Carpenter Center. Dance stu- 
dents will get a chance to enroll 
in master dance classes and 
mingle with other students from 
around the country. 

“I am very excited.. There’s 
going to be an awful lot of people 
here, and we are going to have 
great classes,” Swenson said. 

Swenson has taken part in 
numerous dance groups and 
ensembles such as the Alvin 
Ailey American Dance Center 
in New York, where she per- 
formed and taught dance for 
seven years. 


the People’s Repub 
with the Myung Sook Ch 
temporary Dance Compan 
has performed with the L 
Johnson Dance Theatre £ 
semble, and she was the foun 
and Associate Artistic Directo 
Seraphim Dance Theatre in Ni 
York. . 
At the upcoming three-d: 
event this month, Swenson 
have the opportunity to have 
work critiqued by professior 
The best performers will adv: 
to the national competitio 
University of Maryland at 
Park in May. 
Swenson said she is. 
forward to the event a 
people’s support. 
“IT encourage the 
population to attend, it - 
great concert,” she : 
The festival will - 
Wednesday, March 2:! 
Saturday, April 1 and 
mances are open to 


to bi 


UV 


Above: Swenson demonstrates the beautiful form that results from years Of training. 
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Confident. Talented. Ambitious. They're Cal State Long Beach 
students. With faculty and academic programs that draw national 
attention, Long Beach State is the university of choice for many of 
California’s top students, including 300 high school valedictorians 
and National Merit scholars this year. Why? The Beach is HOT! 


